
WELCOME!
Tourism in Fernie 
Industry Event, AGM & Social

Network - Learn - Engage 

Part 1 - Industry Event, Speakers & AGM

10:30am - 3:00pm @ Cast Iron Grill/Golf Course

10:30am - Check-In & Networking 
11:00am - Welcome & Opening Remarks
11:15am  - Tourism Fernie Presentations & Updates
12:15pm - Complimentary Lunch
12:45pm - Tourism Fernie AGM 
1:15pm  - Speaker: Kirby Brown
2:30pm - Speaker: Darlene Jehn & Danielle Spooner
3:00pm - Closing Remarks & Optional Networking

See you at Part 2 @ The Taphouse >>>

Reserve your seats today.
info@tourismfernie.com |  250-423-2037 ext 2

Guest Speakers:
“Tourism in Today’s Mountain Communities”
Kirby Brown
GM, Sea To Sky Gondola & Chair, Tourism Squamish

“Basecamp Resorts - Coming to Fernie!”
Darlene Jehn & Danielle Spooner
VP Development & Planning / VP Operations Part 2 - Tourism Social & Local Flash Updates

4:30pm - 6:30pm @ The Fernie Taphouse

  Join us for a casual mingle with industry!
  Complimentary appy’s & drink ticket. Draw prizes!

  Hear a few words and brief updates from local 
  businesses like Island Lake Lodge, Rotary’s RibFest  
  & Tunnel 49
  
  Have a flash biz update to share?? 
  Let us know when you RSVP. 

Two Part Free Event Schedule - RSVP for both or one - Sta! welcome.

We gratefully acknowledge that we live and work in ?amak?is Ktunaxa the territory of the Ktunaxa Nation.



Tourism Fernie respectfully acknowledges that it operates within 
the unceded ancestral territory of the Ktunaxa Nation.

To u r i s m f e r n i e . c o m  
# f e r n i e s t o k e

2022 Highlights
Overview of 2023 & More



Tourism Fernie Society – Since 2007
VISION 
Fernie is a vibrant and 
sustainable tourism destination 
built on respect, collaboration 
and authenticity. 
MISSION 
Sustainably increase visitation 
and revenues for stakeholders 
through tourism marketing and 
management.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES
Stakeholder-Led
Data-Driven
Sustainable
Fair & Transparent
Inclusive
Accountable

148 Members & Partners | Non-Profit
2022 Expenditures $1.3 million

Visitor MRDT Tax | Grants | Membership | Co-op Marketing



End of Biggest 
Restrictions

COVID-19



TC Energy Pipeline Project Came to Town



Member/Stakeholder Satisfaction Survey



2022 Finances



Lodging Revenues Highest Yet



2022 Marketing Initiatives

• Shoulder Season & Recovery Campaigns
• TV – 30s commercial in Global TV and with Shaw Network
• Digital Campaigns with Meta & Google 
• Print Advertising & More

• Overall Marketing Impact: 163,428,208



CTV Calgary Morning Show

• 6 live interviews via 
Skype broadcasted from 
various member locations in 
Fernie
• Aired from the end of August 

until early November
• Focus on promoting Fall 

experiences
• Estimated total reach 

900,000 viewers



Digital Campaign with Bell Media

• Promoting Fall 
• Fully digital campaign
• Display banner
• 15s video pre-roll

• Resulted 3,200+ verified 
walk-ins



Iconic Fernie Mobile App
• Free mobile app launched in June 

2022
• 6 self-guided tours: 

• Family Fun & Yum
• Taste of Fernie
• Artistic Explorations
• Local Heritage
• Best Views & Photo Spots
• Exploring Nature

• Added option to collect points to 
redeem for local rewards
• 1,829 downloads in 2022



This is Fernie! with 
Sadie Vlog

• An original video series with a local 
host and multi-talent Sadie Rosgen
• This series aims to celebrate 

Fernie’s diverse community, 
showcase an array of experiences, 
as well as go behind the scenes 
in a light-hearted manner



Travel Media



Fall Influencer 
Campaign 

Example: Scott Bakken



The Amazing 
Race Canada!



Travel Trade



2022 Consumer Shows
Calgary Outdoor Adventure, Toronto Ski Show & Wedding Shows



Canadian Market Visitor Snapshot 2022



Top 3 Explorer Quotient (EQ) Traveller Types



2022 Destination Management



Some Big Challenges in BC & Locally:

• Limited Workforce
• Limited Places to Live/Affordability
• Inflation
• Businesses and Organizations Still 

Recovering

Destination Management



2023 Marketing Initiatives
• January - March
• General winter destination campaign 
• Passion focused smaller campaigns
• Digital campaign with Bell Media

• Spring Travel
• Destination TV campaign with Global TV 

& Shaw Netowrk
• Accommodation co-op campaign 



Looking ahead - 2023 Marketing Initiatives

• Iconic Fernie App
• Continued awareness campaigns 

will be activated in the upcoming 
weeks for the spring, summer and  
fall season

• Inspiring Summer
• Content creation, social media & 

This is Fernie episodes.



This is Fernie! with Sadie

• 3 more episodes produced : 
• It’s Ski Season (Jan 23)
• Fernie Bakeries (Feb 23)
• The Griz Days (just released)
• More episodes to come! Watch all episodes on ThisIsFernie.com



Media & Travel Trade 2023



Mountain Travel 
Symposium 2023



Consumer Shows 2023



2023 Destination Management
EVENT  IN 
PROGRESS

 
Road Closed to 

Vehicle Tra!c Only

Pedestrians Welcome 
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TOURISM FERNIE
FERNIE, BC

ELKO BOAT LAUNCH

PROPOSED SITE PLAN

C-101
2441-01331-00 0

THIS DRAWING AND DESIGN IS THE PROPERTY OF McELHANNEY AND SHALL NOT BE USED, REUSED OR
REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE CONSENT OF McELHANNEY.  McELHANNEY WILL NOT BE HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR
THE IMPROPER OR UNAUTHORIZED USE OF THIS DRAWING AND DESIGN.

THIS DRAWING AND DESIGN HAS BEEN PREPARED FOR THE CLIENT IDENTIFIED, TO MEET THE STANDARDS AND
REQUIREMENTS OF THE APPLICABLE PUBLIC AGENCIES AT THE TIME OF PREPARATION.  McELHANNEY, ITS
EMPLOYEES, SUBCONSULTANTS AND AGENTS WILL NOT BE LIABLE FOR ANY LOSSES OR OTHER
CONSEQUENCES RESULTING FROM THE USE OR RELIANCE UPON, OR ANY CHANGES MADE TO, THIS DRAWING,
BY ANY THIRD PARTY, INCLUDING CONTRACTORS, SUPPLIERS, CONSULTANTS AND STAKEHOLDERS, OR THEIR
EMPLOYEES OR AGENTS, WITHOUT McELHANNEY'S PRIOR WRITTEN CONSENT.

INFORMATION ON EXISTING UNDERGROUND FACILITIES MAY NOT BE COMPLETE OR ACCURATE. McELHANNEY,
ITS EMPLOYEES AND DIRECTORS ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE NOR LIABLE FOR THE LOCATION OF ANY
UNDERGROUND CONDUITS, PIPES, CABLES OR OTHER FACILITIES WHETHER SHOWN OR OMITTED FROM THIS
PLAN.  PRIOR TO CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTOR SHALL EXPOSE LOCATIONS OF ALL EXISTING FACILITIES BY
HAND DIGGING OR HYDROVAC AND ADVISE THE ENGINEER OF POTENTIAL CONFLICTS.

PROPOSED BOAT LAUNCH - SEE C-400

EXISTING GRAVEL ENTRANCE

PROPOSED GRAVEL PARKING
AREA AS PER C-400 DETAIL 3.
REMOVE EXISTING TREES

PROPOSED PARKING STALLS -
OUTLINES SHOWN FOR LAYOUT
ONLY, STALLS TO BE DELINEATED
BY PARKING CURBS.

10m RADIUS

RIVER FOREST SERVICE ROAD

PROPOSED 7m RADIUS CURVE

BOAT LAUNCH TURNAROUND

ELK RIVER

RESURFACE EXISTING ACCESS ROAD WITH
100mm THICK 19mm GRANULAR BASE
COMPACTED TO 98% SPD ON APPROVED
SUBGRADE.

016-075-595
NEP1006

LOT 5
BLOCK D

PROPERTY LINE

WATER LINE
SURVEYED ON 2022/03/31

EXISTING FALLING ROCKS SIGN TO REMAIN

EXISTING NARROW BRIDGE SIGN TO REMAIN

RESURFACE EXISTING ACCESS PARKING AREA WITH 100mm THICK
19mm GRANULAR BASE COMPACTED TO 98% SPD ON APPROVED SUBGRADE.

PROPOSED TRUCK AND TRAILER PARKING STALLS -
OUTLINES SHOWN FOR LAYOUT ONLY, STALLS TO
BE DELINEATED BY PARKING CURBS

PROPOSED PS-002 'PEDESTRIAN
CROSSING AHEAD' SIGN - SEE C-400

PROPOSED MoTI PS-002 'PEDESTRIAN
CROSSING AHEAD' SIGN - SEE C-400

EXTEND PARKING LOT - FILL IN DITCH
AS PER C-400 DETAIL 3 AND MAINTAIN
POSITIVE DRAINAGE

3.00

6.00

3.00

12.00

4.88

16.75

TRIKON 6' PARKING CURB OR
APPROVED EQUIVALENT (TYP)

TRIKON 6' PARKING CURB OR
APPROVED EQUIVALENT (TYP)

APPROX. HWL - 916.10m

2.00

2.00

700mm THICK CLASS 100kg RIPRAP INSTALLED
ON NON-WOVEN GEOTEXTILE. TIE INTO

EXISTING RIPRAP.

BOAT LAUNCH FOOTPRINT BELOW HWL - 38m2

PERMIT NUMBER: 1003299

McElhanney Ltd. 

Engineers and Geoscientists of BC

PO Box 1505
Unit C - 402 Highway 3
Fernie BC
Canada V0B 1M0
T 250 425 0158

PERMIT TO PRACTICE

WIDEN EXISTING BOAT LAUNCH TURNAROUND
AS PER C-400 DETAIL 3.

PROPOSED "PARKING
FOR VEHICLES WITH
BOAT TRAILERS ONLY"
SIGN - SEE C-400

PROPOSED "NO BOAT TRAILER PARKING" SIGN - SEE C-400

PROPOSED MoTI P-015 "NO CAMPING OR OVERNIGHT PARKING" SIGN - SEE C-400

PROPOSED PRECAST OUTHOUSE BY OTHERS

PROPOSED MoTI P-003 "LOADING
ZONE" SIGN. SEE C-004

PROPOSED "PARKING FOR VEHICLES WITH
BOAT TRAILERS ONLY" SIGN - SEE C-400

PROPOSED TRIKON RECTANGULAR PICNIC TABLE
PLACED ON 150mm THICK 19mm MINUS GRAVEL
LEVELING PAD COMPACTED TO 98% SPD.
SUBGRADE TO BE APPROVED BY CONSULTANT.

PROPOSED TRIKON RECTANGULAR PICNIC TABLE
PLACED ON 150mm THICK 19mm MINUS GRAVEL
LEVELING PAD COMPACTED TO 98% SPD.
SUBGRADE TO BE APPROVED BY CONSULTANT.

PROPOSED MoTI P-003 "LOADING
ZONE" SIGN. SEE C-004

2% CROSSFALL

TRANSITION CROSSFALL TO OPPOSITE DIRECTION

2% CROSSFALL

2% CROSSFALL

PROPOSED MoTI PS-003 'PEDESTRIAN
CROSSING' SIGN - SEE C-400
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General Elk River 
Fishing Regulations:  
See the BC Freshwater Fishing Regulations for specific Elk River 
tributaries. www.fishing.gov.bc.ca

• The Elk River watershed is known for its world-class fishing.  
In response to high fishing pressure and in order to maintain 
the high quality of angling experience, the Elk and its 
tributaries have been designated ‘classified waters’ by the 
BC Government.  

• The Elk River is a Class II Water and requires supplementary 
license to fish.   

• No powered boats on the entire length of the Elk River

• NO FISHING from April 1 to June 14.  

• Single barbless hooks must be used all year.

• Elk River has a bait ban June 15-October 31.

• Trout/char release June 15-October 31 from: Lower Elk 
Lake to Forsyth Cr, from Line Creek bridge to CPR bridge at 
Sparwood, from Hwy #3 bridge at Hosmer to the northern 
Hwy #3 bridge at Fernie, AND from the bridge at Morrissey 
to Elko Dam.  

• Daily quota in open sections June 15-October 31: 
1) Above the Elko Dam: trout/char =1 (none under 30 cm).  
2) Elk River downstream of Elko Dam - trout/char= 1  
(no cutthroat under 30 cm, no bull trout under 75 cm)

• Trout/char release from November. 1 to March 31. 

5 Fishing Friendly Tips
Fish experience stress when they are caught that can cause 
short and long term effects on their health, especially later 
in the summer when water temperatures rise. Help keep the 
fish of the Elk River healthy by eliminating contact with dry 
surfaces, minimizing air exposure and reducing handling. 

• Reduce fight duration. Land your fish quickly without 
playing it to exhaustion.

• Fish barbless hooks. It is the rule to only use barbless 
hooks in the entire Elk River Watershed. If you see a barb 
on a hook, crimp it. Barbless hooks cause less damage to 
a fish’s mouths and to your fingers!

• Use a rubber net. Rubber nets are less abrasive to fish, 
reduce handling time and allow the fish to recover in the 
water while unhooking or photographing. 

• Keep the fish wet. Touching fish with dry surfaces can 
damage their protective mucus and make fish more 
susceptible to diseases. Always try to land fish in the 
water, wet your hands prior to handling fish, hold fish in or 
slightly above the water, not over the boat or land.

• Photograph fish wet. Minimize air exposure by keeping 
the fish’s gills and mouth underwater as much as possible.  
Underwater photos look amazing! If a fish is momentarily 
taken out of the water, keep it as close to the water as 
possible and let the photographer call the shots – 1, 2, 
3…raise the fish….and click.  

5 Tips to play safe on 
the Elk River
• Know where you are going and be aware of hazards 

i.e. rapids, sweepers and logjams. Stay to the inside 
on sharp corners to avoid colliding with woody debris. 
If you do collide with debris, climb on top to avoid 
getting trapped under water.

• Always wear a PFD/lifejacket and shoes for walking 
on rocks and pushing off obstacles.  

• If you end up in the water, swim defensively on your 
back with feet downstream avoiding obstacles like 
rocks, trees and logjams where you can easily get 
pinned. 

• Be prepared for cold water and changes in weather 
conditions. There is a high risk of hypothermia if part 
or all of your body is in the Elk River for a length of 
time.

• Lose the booze and keep a clear head. You might 
need it to help a friend or avoid a bad situation. 
Celebrate your float or paddle on a warm sunny beach 
or deck afterward.  
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Resources
RAFTING, GUIDING, GEAR, RIVER EXPERTISE,  
BOAT RENTALS
Board Stiff: 542 2nd Ave, Fernie, 250-423-3473 
Canyon Raft: Canyonraft.com Fernie, 250-423-7226
Edge of the World: 421B 2 Ave Fernie, 250-423-9292
Elevation: 596 2nd Ave, Fernie, 250-423-3328
Elk River Guiding Company:   
791 7th Ave, Fernie, 250-423-7239
Fernie Wilderness Adventures:  
742 Highway 3 (Park Place Lodge), Fernie, 250-423-6704
Gear Hub: 401 1st Ave, Fernie, 250-423-5555
Kootenay Fly Shop: 821 7th Ave, Fernie, 1-877-423-4483
Mountain High Adventures:  
Raftfernie.com, Fernie 250-423-5008

FISHING LICENSES:
Elkford Mini Mart & Fas Gas:  
60 Alpine Way, Elkford, 250-865-2415
Elk Valley Precision and Cab Inc.:  
719 Douglas Fir Road, Sparwood, 250-425-0083
Service BC: Greenwood Shopping Mall Suite 96,  
101 Red Cedar Dr., Sparwood, 250-425-6890
Sparwood Esso: 111 Aspen Driver, Sparwood, 250-425-2118
Sparwood Heights Food Store:  
105- 1290 Ponderosa Dr, Sparwood, 250-425-2535
Elk River Guiding Company:  
791 7th Ave, Fernie, 250-423-7239
Fernie Wilderness Adventures: 742 Highway 3  
(Park Place Lodge), Fernie, 250-423-6704
Kootenay Fly Shop: 821 7th Ave, Fernie, 1-877-423-4483
Service BC: 401 4 Ave (Courthouse), Fernie, 250-423-6845

VISITOR INFORMATION:
Elkford Visitor Information Centre:  
750 Fording Dr, Elkford, 250-865-4015 
Sparwood Visitor Information Centre:  
141 Aspen Dr, Sparwood, 250-425-2423
Fernie Visitor Information Centre:  
Two locations: 102 Commerce Rd, Fernie and the Fernie Muse-
um in Historic Downtown 778-519-0748
www.elkford.ca
www.sparwood.ca
www.tourismfernie.com
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ELKRIVERALLIANCE.CA

ELK RIVER, DAVE THOMAS PHOTO

KAYAKING PHILLIPS CANYON

BLUE HERON

SUP THE ELK, TOURISM FERNIE PHOTO

CANOING THE ELK
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Lower Elk Canyon to Hwy 93 Take Out
Class III/IV • 13.5 km • Approx. 3.5hrs
This section winds through a scenic canyon with exciting 
whitewater suitable for experienced paddlers in rafts or kayaks. 
Rafting companies provide tours of this section. You can bike or hike 
to the confluence of the Wigwam and Elk rivers for walk-and-wade 
fishing. The take out is just past the highway 93 bridge on river left. 
In this section you may keep 1 trout/char per day (no cutthroat 
under 30 cm, no bull trout under 75 cm).

Elko to Lower Elk Canyon
Class V and VI • 4.5 km
Beware, this section has many waterfalls 
and class V/VI rapids that are not 
recommended. No public access as it 
crosses BC Hydro private property.

Morrissey to Elko
Class II • 17km • Approx. 5hrs
This section makes for a great full day paddle. 
Be aware of several large log jams and have 
adequate paddling skills to navigate the debris.  
Be sure not to miss the take out on river right 
at the Elko bridge as after this is the Elko Dam 
and a dangerous whitewater section through the 
upper canyon.
This section is trout/char catch and release only.

Dogwood Park to Morrissey
Class II • 15.5 km • Approx. 3hrs
This section is fairly gentle with a few riffles and makes for a 
lovely float winding past ancient cottonwood trees. Watch out 
for the sharp bends pulling you to the outside where logs and 
overhanging roots can snag you. There is parking available 
at the Morrissey boat launch. Take a stroll on the Ancient 
Morrissey Cottonwood Trail on river left upstream of the 
Morrissey Bridge. 
In this section you may keep 1 trout/char per day (none under 
30 cm).

Hosmer to Dogwood Park Fernie
Class II • 14.5 km • Approx. 3hrs
There are some braided areas and large log jams in this section along 
with the Ghostrider Wave Class II rapid. Beware of logs as you pass under 
the two Fernie bridges. After you pass under the second bridge the take 
out is at the Dogwood Park Boat Launch on river left. There is lots of 
parking available and a public washroom. Access the Dogwood Park boat 
launch by turning east on 4th St. from highway 3 and then south onto 4th 
Ave. down the hill and follow the gravel road south to the end.
This section is trout/char catch and release only until North Fernie bridge.

North Fernie Bridge to Dogwood Park
Class I • 3 km • Approx. 30min
This peaceful section is the only section recommended for floating in tubes on a hot 
summer’s day. Beware the water stays cold throughout the summer. Parking is very limited 
at the highway pull off by the north Fernie bridge. Try accessing the river from Annex park 
instead where parking is available along 12th Ave. There are also some great walk-and-
wade fishing opportunities along Fernie’s extensive dike trail system in this section.
In this section you may keep 1 trout/char per day (none under 30 cm).

Olsen’s Gravel Pit 
to Hosmer 
Class II • 9 km • Approx. 2hrs
This section provides a scenic paddle by 
Ladner Creek waterfall, some great fishing 
and fun Class II rapids suitable for a drift 
boat, kayak, canoes or SUPs. Be aware of the 
logs on the outside of the some of the bends 
and avoid river left as you approach the 
Hosmer bridge due to a power hydraulic. 
In this section you may keep 1 trout/char per 
day (none under 30 cm).
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The Elk River 
Alliance aims to 
promote safe 

and sustainable 
recreational use of 

the Elk River.

BULL TROUT
Salvelinus confluentus

Large head and jaws, green to greyish-blue, 
flanks with yellowish orange spots, no black 

spots on dorsal fin, spawn in fall

Blue-listed species of special concern

F I S H  O F  T H E  E L K  R I V E R

ROCKY MOUNTAIN WHITEFISH
Prosopium williamsoni

Silver with large scales, olive green shade 
on dorsal fin, spawn in fall

KOKANEE | Oncorhynchus nerka
Non-breeding bright silver, dark grey to blue 

back, dark marks on dorsal fin, during fall 
spawning crimson red with green head, found 

in lower Elk below Elko dam

WESTSLOPE CUTTHROAT TROUT 
Oncorhynchus clarkii

Dark irregular spots, red slash on side  
of head, spawn in spring

Blue-listed species of special concern

Images © Joseph R. Tomelleri.
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Join the feed - #ferniestoke - ferniestoke.com
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Planning for 
2025 – 2029

5-year MRDT 
renewal

Marketing, Events & the Visitor Experience

Destination Management, Development & 
Sustainable Tourism

Transportation, Signage & Infrastructure

Tourism Business Support, Recruitment, Training & 
Employee Housing

Visitor Services & Ambassador Programs

Trails, River Access, Grooming & More



THANK YOU FOR 

ATTENDING! 

Questions?

Jikke Gyorki
Christine Grimble
Brona Kekenakova

Fernie Half Marathon


